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The Semi-Permeability of Syntactic Units and the Organization of Participation (2)
—Devices for Allocating Footings in Collaborative Utterances—

KUSHIDA Shuya

Course of Social Studies, Department of Education,

Osaka Kyoiku University, Kashiwara, Osaka 582-8582, Japan

In this paper, systematic procedures are shown to be available to Japanese participants-in-
collaboratives by which they can allocate different footings to themselves; 1) “so” reception is
available to “adopt” another’s utterance as “speaking for me.” 2) “un” reception is available to
“hear” another’s utterance as “showing understanding to my utterance.” 3) the repetition of
another’s words is available to “borrow” them while making him/her a “ghost writer.”

In conclusion, the author argues 1) that an activity of co-producing a syntactic unit is a systematic
opportunity to negotiate and change the formation of participation in conversation, 2) that a
syntactic unit is not a “property” owned by a speaker but a common resource for participants to
organize social interaction.

Key Words: conversation analysis, pragmatics, collaborative utterance, participation



