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Seki Takakazu’s (Kowa) Old Residence

Jochi Shigeru
(National Kaohsung First University of Science and technology, Taiwan)

Abstract

Seki Takakazu (1642? — 1708) was one of the most famous mathematicians in
Japan. He, however, is quite mysterious person, even his birth year is unknown.
Therefore we are quite difficult to study early period on history of Japanese mathematics
(Wasan). Therefore the author does not use only document material but also other
materials, e.g. maps and pictures.

We researched the map of Edo (Tokyo) city, the author found Seki Takakazu or concern

to his residence, where was at Minami-Yamabushi cho, Shinjuku, Tokyo

Then we guess that Seki Takakazu became the member of the Kofu-han probably

in 1661. Because the author found that Seki Takakazu hand-copied the “Yang Hui Suanfa”
(Yang Hui, 1275) in 1661, not in 1673, through researching the eldest version of

the “Yang Hui Suanfa” kept in Shimminato, Toyama . Therefore the author
guesses that Seki Takakazu studied the “Yang Hui Suanfa” to take the appointment in the

Kofu-han.

Key Words: Seki Takakazu’s residence, Kofu-han, Japanese mathematics (Wasan),
the ”Yang Hui Suanfa”, Minami-Yamabushi cho, Shinjuku, Tokyo
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