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M7 (RITEBROMBB LA BiEATH52 L85, £ 01, BOO# (laugh
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Topicality and Repair

Shuya Kushioa

Department of Sociology, Osaka Kyoiku University, Kashiwara, Osaka 582, Japan.

The aim of this paper is to consider the relationship between topicality and repair in conver-
sation. In closely analysing two conversational data, [ argue as follows. As a conversational event
the repair has a specially ambivalent character. When repair is initiated, conversationalists can at-
tend both to the act which“is to have been accomplished "and the "trouble source”itself. According to
the way this ambivalence is locally managed through repair sequences, the ongoing topic can be
either reestablished (as a result of side sequences) or changed. When changed, we see what can be
called“extended "repair sequences there and this form of topic movement can be seen as a form of
repair proper. In conclusion, I argue that there are three forms of repair in relation to topicality :
1. “embedded repair which does not constitute side sequences(the ongoing topic is not discon-
tinued), 2. "exposed’repair which constitutes side sequences(the ongoing topic is discontinued
but restored), 3. “extended’repair which does not constitute side sequences because repair is

accomplished by introducing a new topic.
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